
BODY PART REASON/INDICATION PROCEDURE/ORDER

Brain

Alzheimer’s, Confusion, Dementia
Headache/Migraine
Memory Loss
Altered Mental Status
Seizures
Stroke, CVA, TIA Trauma

MRI Brain w/o

Infection
Metastatic Disease
Multiple Sclerosis
Pituitary
IAC, Hearing Loss, Tinnitus, Vertigo
F/U Lesion or Mass
Cranial Nerve Lesion
Orbits
Neurofibromatosis

MRI Brain w/ and w/o

Chest
Chest Wall
Pectoralis Major
SC Joints
Scapula
Sternum

Mass
Infection MRI Chest w/ and w/o

Trauma
Muscle Tear MRI Chest w/o

Circle of Willis (COW) Stroke, CVA, TIA
Aneurysm MRA Head w/o

Carotids
Stroke, CVA, TIA MRA Neck w/o

Stenosis MRA Neck w/ and w/o

Intracranial Venous Sinus Venous Thrombosis MRV w/ and w/o

Neck Soft Tissue
Infection
Tumor/Mass/Cancer/Mets
Vocal Cord Paralysis

MRI Face/Neck/Orbit w/ and w/o

Cervical Spine

Degenerative Disease
Disk Herniation
Pain/Weakness
Extremity numbness/pain
Radiculopathy
Trauma

MRI Spine Cervical w/o

Discitis
Mass/Lesion
Osteomyelitis 
Multiple Sclerosis

MRI Spine Cervical w/ and w/o

Thoracic Spine

Back Pain
Compression Fracture
Disc Herniation
Radiculopathy
Trauma

MRI Spine Thoracic w/o

Discitis
Mass/Lesion
Osteomyelitis
Multiple Sclerosis

MRI Spine Thoracic w/ and w/o

Lumbar Spine

Back Pain
Compression Fracture
Disc Herniation
Radiculopathy
Trauma

MRI Spine Lumbar w/o

Discitis
Mass/Lesion
Osteomyelitis
Post Lumbar Surgery (within 2 years)

MRI Spine Lumbar w/ and w/o

(continued on back)

MRI Indication List



BODY PART REASON/INDICATION PROCEDURE/ORDER

Extremity, Non-Joint: 
Forearm
Hand/finger
Humerus
Foot/toes
Lower leg/ tib fib       
Thigh/femur

Fracture/Stress Fracture
Muscle/Tendon Tear

MRI Upper Extremity w/o                                              
MRI Lower Extremity w/o
**specify laterality**

Abscess
Cellulitis
Osteomyelitis
Soft Tissue Mass/Tumor
Ulcer

MRI Upper Extremity w/ and w/o                                  
MRI Lower Extremity w/ and w/o
**specify laterality**

Extremity joint:
Elbow
Shoulder
Wrist
Ankle
Hip
Knee

Arthritis
Cartilage Tear
Muscle/Tendon Tear
Meniscal Tear
Fracture/Stress Fracture
Joint Pain
Internal Derangement

MRI (specified joint and laterality) w/o  

Abscess Cellulitis
Osteomyelitis
Soft Tissue Mass/Tumor 
Ulcer

MRI (Specified Joint and Laterality) w/ and w/o

Pelvis

Muscle/Tendon tear
Musculoskeletal or Joint Pain
Sacrum/Coccyx
SI Joints

MRI Pelvis w/o  

Abscess/Ulcer Osteomyelitis 
Pelvic Pain (for male patients only – for female patients see below)
Unexplained Urination Symptoms (including stopping and/or 
starting urination)
Undescended Testicle

MRI Pelvis w/ and w/o

For Female Patients Only:
Pain
Cramping
Dysmenorrhea
Fibroids
Mass Lesion
Adnexal Mass
Endometriosis
Adenomyosis
Any Gynecological Cancer (Uterine/Endometrial, Cervical, etc.)
Heavy Periods
Abnormal Bleeding
Unexplained Infertility
Congenital Abnormalities to Identify Birth Defects of Female    
    Reproductive Organs
Post-Surgical Evaluation to Assess for Tumor Recurrence

MRI Female Pelvis w/ and w/o

Abdomen

MRCP MRI Abdomen w/o  

Kidneys
Liver
Mass

MRI Abdomen w/ and w/o

Abdomen-MRA Renal Arteries
Mesenteric Ischemia MRA Abdomen w/ and w/o

Breast
*�Only performed at                     

Tellica Boise

Implant Rupture
Implant Integrity Evaluation
Breast Implant Evaluation

MRI Breast Full Bilateral w/o  

High Risk
Dense Breasts
Genetic Predisposition (BRCA gene) History of Chest Radiation 
Between Ages of 10-30 years
Lifetime Risk Greater Than 20%
Asymptomatic Evaluation

MRI Fast Breast Bilateral w/ and w/o

History of Breast Cancer
Early Post-Surgery
Pre-Surgical Planning
Positive Mammogram Results
Assessment of Chemotherapy Response
Detection of Multiple Tumors or In Contralateral Breast
Evaluation of Invasive Cancer
Planning for Biopsy
Symptoms and/or Nipple Discharge

MRI Breast Full Bilateral w/ and w/o


